
What Exactly is Illuminated Life School?

Illuminated Life School is revolutionizing schooling in America by 
reinventing education from the ground-up.  It is our mission to cultivate a loving community 

where diverse young people develop their unique genius, forge compassionate connections to 

others and master 22nd century skills, equipping them to thrive with meaning and purpose 

throughout their lives.  

It is our vision to equip and inspire generations to lead extraordinary lives and solve our 

world’s greatest challenges.  

How aHow are we doing all this?  Read on!

Illuminated Abundance – Our students develop financial and 

entrepreneurship mindsets and skills

We have identified 6 Illuminated Skill Sets which we believe will best equip our students to 

live with meaning and purpose and will inspire them to embrace their unique genius as a gift 

that can be shared with the world:

Learning Strands



Illuminated Inquiry – Our students develop the ability to identify 

and analyze complex issues and to research and design 

compelling solutions

We flip the traditional model of teacher-led learning 

upside down and put students at the center.  We equip 

students to ask thoughtful questions that they are 

interested in, to identify reliable resources to inform their 

thinking, to analyze and evaluate those resources and 

then to use critical thinking and reasoning skills to 

produce an informed answer to their question. 

Illuminated Intelligence – Our students develop emotional, 

mental and spiritual intelligence and health

Illuminated Physicality – Our students develop a mindset for 

personal and community physical health

Illuminated Racial Consciousness – Our students engage in 

Identity Studies and develop racial literacy

Illuminated Ubuntu – Our students engage in servant leadership, 

“I Am Because of We”

Inquiry Based Learning



Students pursue inquiry projects both individually and in 

groups.  For example, two friends who are passionate 

about koalas might be interested to know if wild 

populations will recover after the Australian wildfires of 

2019.  They will generate questions they need to 

research, such as, “Who can we learn about this issue 

from and what information biases should we be aware 

of?  Who is impacted by this issue and how?  What of?  Who is impacted by this issue and how?  What role 

do koalas play in Aboriginal culture and Australian 

culture?  Why are fires a threat to wild koalas?  Why are 

there fires?  How long does it take eucalyptus forests to 

regrow?  How quickly do koala populations grow?  What 

role do koalas play in the ecosystem?  Does it matter if 

koalas go extinct?  To whom and why?  How do 

Aboriginal gAboriginal groups and Australian groups approach this 

challenge?  On what do they agree and disagree?  How 

can we contribute to the koalas’ survival?”  

Most importantly, we ask students to connect their questions to the real world and to extend 

their learning in collaboration with the broader community.  

Students will develop and utilize literacy, mathematical and scientific skills, as well as 

community, cultural, ethical and racial equity lenses, to answer these questions. 

Ultimately, students will look for opportunities to contribute their learning and skills to efforts 

to support the survival of wild koalas in a culturally relevant and meaningful way.  In an 

Illuminated Life School, student learning is always connected to personal interest, real-world 

work and community need.



To support Inquiry Based Learning, we have designed a 

school day schedule that maximizes student leadership of 

the learning process.  Students begin the day attending 

to their Illuminated Intelligence and Illuminated 

Physicality, by engaging in journaling, yoga and other 

centering practices.  

At each Illuminated Life School, students develop the skills to demonstrate proficiency or 

mastery of learning goals aligned to their unique genius, as well as select “Capstone” 

learnings: big ideas that all students must engage with to lead an extraordinary life.  

Loving Community

Identity

22nd Century Skills

Rigorous Inquiry

Students develop executive functioning skills by setting 

goals, monitoring their progress and adjusting their daily 

learning plan to stay on target.  From this place of inward 

reflection, students move to a community building 

activity, before launching into their own work plans.  

Students choose which goals they work on, who they 

work with, when to take a “brain break,” when to eat 

lunch and snacks, and when to transition flunch and snacks, and when to transition from one goal 

to another.  

The day wraps up with community learning on rotating Learning Strands and a closing 

community circle.  Across the day and week, we ensure students engage with each of our four 

core values: 

School Day Schedule

Assessment and College Admissions



Students create real-world products, complete real-world tasks, build dynamic portfolios and 

lead live exhibitions to demonstrate and engage others in their learning.  

Illuminated Life School will partner with the Mastery Transcript Consortium to empower our 

students to document and communicate their unique genius and learning journey to the 

colleges of their choice, ensuring each student has access to higher education opportunities in 

service of further developing their gifts.

Learning Guides are the primary facilitators of a student’s school day experience, but students 

are encouraged to engage in mentoring partnerships with any Guide they connect with, 

whether that is a Culinary Guide, a Landscaping Guide or a Wellness Guide.  

Even more importantly, students and families are encouraged to bring their unique genius to 

the community, and to serve as Guides and mentors for the enrichment of the community.  

Anyone who is interested in sharing their experience, gifts or wisdom can participate in 

mentor training. 

Over the last five years, sweeping cultural and technological 

changes have transformed the college admissions 

landscape to align with these practices; most colleges now 

accept student portfolios in lieu of traditional credit-based 

transcripts.  

Successful adults can often identify mentors who saw their 

untapped potential or opened a door to a new opportunity.  

At Illuminated Life School, all adults working within a school 

building are called “Guides,” to reflect our commitment to 

operate in partnership with, and towards empowerment of, 

our students.  

 Stafing Model



As human beings in relationships, whether with friends, family or the broader community, we 

inevitably experience conflict and at times, harm.  At the heart of a “Restorative Practices” 

model is a value for building meaningful interpersonal connections, cultivating a sense of 

responsibility to one another and equipping members of the community with the tools to repair 

harm when they cause it – intentionally or unintentionally.  Illuminated Life School centers this 

approach in the management of conflict and harm between individuals and across the 

community.

Restorative Practices
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